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The Development of Parallel Prose in the Northern Wei Dynasty

HE Xiang-rong
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Hong Kong Shue Yan University, China)

Abstract: The Northern and Southern Dynasties are a golden period in the history of the development of
Chinese parallel prose. However, in the previous researches of parallel prose, scholars paid much attention
to the late Southern or Northern Dynasties, but took little notice of the development of the early Northern
Wei Dynasty From the view of macroscopic, the development of parallel prose in this dynasty can be divid-
ed into two periods: its formation and development. It experienced early start-up initial stage, gradual ma-
turing, and final prosperity, contributing in a large part to the fusion of the north and south style of writ-
ing. The Northern Wei Dynasty prose artists absorbed those characteristics of the parallel prose for its
beauty of form, and studied neat couplet, changeable pattern, and harmonious aspects. But at the same
time, they retained the unique style of writing, especially in the terms of language simplicity and the vigor-
ous bearing, to show the different characteristics of writing style in south.

Key words: the Northern Wei Dynasty parallel prose; aesthetical essence; vigor and realness; power and
pureness ; the Northern Zhou Dynasty prose
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